STUDYING THE BOOK OF 1 THESSALONIANS
IN SMALL GROUP DISCUSSIONS

Lesson 5 - Living to Please God - 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12

Read the following verses in the New International Version or a translation of your choice. Then discuss the
questions that follow. Questions should be studied by each individual before your discussion group meets.

Materials may be copied and used for Bible study purposes. Not to be sold.

1TH 4:1 Finally, brothers, we instructed you how to live in order to please God, as in
fact you are living. Now we ask you and urge you in the Lord Jesus to do this more and
more. [2] For you know what instructions we gave you by the authority of the Lord
Jesus.

1TH 4:3 It is God's will that you should be sanctified: that you should avoid sexual
immorality; [4] that each of you should learn to control his own body* in a way that is
holy and honorable, [5] not in passionate lust like the heathen, who do not know God,;
[6] and that in this matter no one should wrong his brother or take advantage of him.
The Lord will punish men for all such sins, as we have already told you and warned you.
[7] For God did not call us to be impure, but to live a holy life. [8] Therefore, he who
rejects this instruction does not reject man but God, who gives you his Holy Spirit.

1TH 4:9 Now about brotherly love we do not need to write to you, for you yourselves
have been taught by God to love each other. [10] And in fact, you do love all the
brothers throughout Macedonia. Yet we urge you, brothers, to do so more and more.

1TH 4:11 Make it your ambition to lead a quiet life, to mind your own business and to
work with your hands, just as we told you, [12] so that your daily life may win the respect
of outsiders and so that you will not be dependent on anybody.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
Lesson 5 - Living to Please God - 1 Thessalonians 4:1-12

46. What instruction had Paul given to the Thessalonians when he was with them?
(4:1)

47. What did Paul urge his audience to do? (4:1)
48. By what authority did Paul give his instructions? (4:2)
49. What are God'’s desires for our sexuality? (4:3-8)

50. How is the Christian’s sexual conduct to be different from that of the non-Christian?
(4:4-5)



51. How did Paul characterize the heathen? (4:5)

52. When people ignore or reject God’s instructions on sexual behavior, what are they
rejecting? (4:8)

53. What command of God were the Thessalonians known for obeying? (4:9-10)
54. What ambition were the Thessalonians to pursue? (4:11-12)
55. What is the result of living a quiet, respected, and responsible life? (4:11-12)

Lesson 6 - The Coming of the Lord - 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18
1TH 4:13 Brothers, we do not want you to be ignorant about those who fall asleep, or to
grieve like the rest of men, who have no hope. [14] We believe that Jesus died and rose
again and so we believe that God will bring with Jesus those who have fallen asleep in
him. [15] According to the Lord's own word, we tell you that we who are still alive, who
are left till the coming of the Lord, will certainly not precede those who have fallen
asleep. [16] For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command,
with the voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ
will rise first. [17] After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together
with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the Lord
forever. [18] Therefore encourage each other with these words.

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

Lesson 6 - The Coming of the Lord - 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18

56. What concern was Paul addressing? (4:13-14)

57. How is a Christian’s grief over the loss of a loved one different from a non-
Christian’s grief? (4:13-14)

58. What was the source of Paul’'s teaching about what happens to those who die?
(4:15)

59. What sequence of events will signal the Lord’s return? (4:16-17)

60. What effect did Paul believe this teaching about the Lord’s return would have on his
listeners? (4:18)



