100 BIBLE LESSONS

Give these lessons to people you visit, youth groups, hospital patients, church visitors and new members.
Use them in Sunday School, bus ministry, jail services, nursing homes, Christian schools, small
discussion groups and many other places. God’s Word will answer your questions and help solve your
problems.

LESSON 40 — SPEAKING IN TONGUES

One day, | was called by the director of the Springs Rescue Mission. He told me

that his secretary, Debbie, had been seeking the baptism of the Holy Spirit for a long
period of time. The trouble was that although she’d gone to many various churches and
denominations, and had been prayed for many times, she wasn't filled with the Holy
Spirit,and she could not receive her prayer language. The director asked me if | could
help her. | told him | would be glad to speak to her.

| explained to her, first of all, that the baptism of the Holy Spirit was a separate and
distinct experience from salvation. Jesus stated in Mark 16:16, “He that believeth and is
baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.” | showed her in
Acts 8:5 how Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ unto them.
They responded by believing Philip’s preaching concerning the kingdom of God and the
person of Jesus Christ, and were immediately baptized, both men and women. The
question | asked her was, “But had they received the baptism of the Holy Spirit?” We
read in verses 16 and 17 that as believers, they had been baptized in water in the name
of the Lord Jesus, but the Holy Spirit had not yet fallen upon any of them. Peter and
John then laid hands upon these believers, and they received the baptism of the

Holy Spirit. The whole point was that the baptism of the Holy Spirit is an experience
distinct from our salvation.

| then asked Debbie why she wanted to receive the baptism of the Holy Spirit and

her own prayer language. She hadn'’t really thought it through. In all of the churches she
had attended, no one had ever explained to her the purpose of the baptism of the Holy
Spirit. | then began to take her to scriptures in the New Testament that spoke of the
infilling of the Holy Spirit and the initial evidence of speaking in tongues.

| said, “Debbie, according to 1 Corinthians 14:2, when a person speaks in an unknown
tongue, who is he speaking to?” She looked at the verse. “It's God, of course,” she
replied.

When speaking in tongues, a person is speaking mysteries (divine secrets) with his or
her spirit. The Message Bible, in verse 2, says that you're sharing intimacies just
between you and God.

| showed her in 1 Corinthians 14:4 that when a person is worshiping God in their prayer
language they are being edified or strengthened personally in the Lord.



We continued to look at scriptures. This time in 1 Corinthians 14:14. When we pray with
our prayer language, it's our spirits communicating with and worshiping God. Verse 16
of this same chapter says we’re blessing with our spirits, that is, praising God. Verse 17
tells us that we’re giving thanks very well. The Apostle Paul states in the next verse: “I'm
grateful to God for the gift of praying in tongues that He gives us for praising Him, which
leads to wonderful intimacies we enjoy with Him. | enter into this as much or more than
any of you” (The Message Bible).

| said to her, “Can you see, Debbie, that this is a God thing? It's not about a
denomination. It's not about just an experience. It's about worshiping God, connecting
with Him—your spirit with His Spirit—speaking divine secrets and intimacies with the
Lord.

Debbie, you can have this right now.” She said, “No one’s ever explained this to me
before. | would like to go home this evening, get down on my knees, and ask Jesus to
baptize me with the Holy Spirit, and worship Him from the depths of my heart.”

| received a phone call from Debbie some days later. She told me how the power
of God had fallen on her so strongly that she’d staggered like a drunk. It was such a
deep, intimate time with the Lord that her life will never be the same again.

Friend, if you are a believer, if you have repented from your sins, Jesus is waiting
for you to ask Him to baptize you with the Holy Spirit. God, our Father, is wanting you to
worship Him in spirit and in truth, that is, with all your mind and all your heart.

In Luke 11:11-13, Jesus states, “If a son shall ask bread of any of you that is a father,
will he give him a stone? Of if he ask a fish, will he for a fish give him a serpent? Or if he
shall ask an egg, will he offer him a scorpion? If ye then, being evil, know how to give
good gifts unto your children: how much more shall your heavenly Father give the Holy
Spirit to them that ask Him?” Have you asked Jesus to baptize you with the Holy Spirit?

DISCUSSION QUESTIONS

1. There are many different ways to describe the experience of being “saved.” For
example in John 3:3 it is referred to as being

2. In Matthew 18:3 it is referred to as

3. In Colossians 2:13, it is having all your trespasses

4. In Romans 6:23 it is receiving the gift of

5. In Romans 8:9 it is having received the Spirit of

6. Read Mark 16:16 “He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that
believeth not shall be damned,” and Acts 8:13 “Then Simon himself believed also: and



when he was baptized, he continued with Philip, and wondered, beholding the miracles
and signs which were done.” Read Acts 8:12. “But when they believed Philip preaching
the things concerning the kingdom of God, and the name of Jesus Christ, they were
baptized, both men and women.” Would you agree that these people that had believed
and were baptized in the book of Acts were Christians? Had they received the baptism
of the Holy Spirit?

7. Read Acts 8:14-16 “Now when the apostles which were at Jerusalem heard that
Samaria had received the word of God, they sent unto them Peter and John: [15] Who,
when they were come down, prayed for them, that they might receive the Holy Ghost:
[16] (For as yet he was fallen upon none of them: only they were baptized in the name
of the Lord Jesus.)” Had these believers received the (baptism of the) Holy Ghost?
Were they Christians?

8. This experience that is subsequent to and distinct from salvation is referred to and
described in what four ways? (Acts 1:5; Acts 2:4; Acts 11:15; Acts 19:2).

9. When you receive the baptism with the Holy Spirit, what will you receive and what
will you do? (Acts 1:8)

10. In the New Testament, when believers were filled with the Holy Spirit what did they
do? (Acts 2:4)

11. When filled with the Holy Spirit how does one speak God’s Word? (Acts 4:31.

12. Read Acts 10:43-47. When the Gentiles became believers, what gift was
manifested by the Holy Spirit and what further action did these believers take?

13. Read Acts 19:6. What two things did these believers do when the Holy Ghost came
upon them?

14. Read 1 Corinthians 14:5. How many believers did the Apostle Paul desire to speak
in tongues?

15. Read Mark 16:16-17. What signs are to follow believers?

16. Read 1 Corinthians 14:2. When a person speaks in an unknown tongue, who is he
speaking to?

17. Read 1 Corinthians 14:2. When a person speaks in an unknown tongue what is his
spirit speaking?

18. Read 1 Corinthians 14:4. A person that speaks in an unknown tongue is doing
what?



19. Read 1 Corinthians 14:14. When a person prays in tongues what part of him is
praying?

20. Read 1 Corinthians 14:16. When a person speaks in tongues what two
things is he doing?

21. Read 1 Corinthians 14:18. The Message Bible states: “I'm grateful to God for the
gift of praying in tongues that He gives us for praising Him, which leads to wonderful
intimacies we enjoy with Him. | enter into this as much or more than any of you” (1 Cor.
14:18). How often do you think Paul prayed and praised God in tongues?

22. Read Luke 11:9-13 (verse 13). If you want to be baptized with the Holy Spirit what
should you do?

23. Read Galatians 3:2. How will you receive the Holy Spirit? Renounce Satan and call
on God through Jesus Christ today!



